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JAMES BALDWIN [1924-1987]
o, ]
Sonny’s Blues
Born in Mew York City, the son of a revivalist minister, James Baldwin
(1924-1987) was raised in poverty in Harlem where, at the age of four-
teen, he became a preacher in the Fireside Pentecostal Church. After
completing high school he decided to become a wriler and, with the
help of the black American expatriate writer Richard Wright, won a
grant that enabled him to move to Paris, where he lived for most of his
remaining vears. There he wrote the critically acclaimed Go Tell It on the
Mountain (1933), a novel about the religious awakening of a fourteen-
year-old black youth. Subsequent works, focusing on the intellectual
and spiritual trials of black men in a white, racist society, included the
novels Giovanni's Room (1956), Another Country (1962)—both famous
at the time for their homosexual themes— Tell Me How Long the Train’s
Been Gone (1968), If Beale Street Could Talk (1974), Just Above My Head
(1979}, and Harlem Quarter (1987); the play Blues for Mister Charlie
(1964): and the powerful nonfiction commentaries Notes of a Native Son

(1955), Nobody Knows My Name (1961}, and The Fire Next Time {1963).
Baldwin's short stories are collected in Going to Meet the Man (1965).
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